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AUSSIES HAVE TURNED THEIR VILLAGE INTO BRIGADOON

speech ban

Human rights groups
expressed fears after
the king of Jordan
approved a law to
punish online speech
deemed harmful to
national unity.
Activists fear the
measures —backed

by King Abdullah Il -
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trol over social media
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During their set at the
Kuala Lumpur festival in
July, frontman Matty Healy
made a speech about
homosexuality - illegal in
Malaysia -andkissed bassist
Ross MacDonald on stage.

FSA alleged that Healy’s
“abusive language,
equipment damage and

caused the event to be
cancelled.

The three-day event was
axed and headliners
Australiansinger-songwriter
TheKid Laroiand American
rock band The Strokes did
not play. Representatives
for Healy were approached
for comment.

abuse and harassment
in an online safety
survey.

Itis the second
by the Wise Women
community group,
with Glasgow Girls
Club and Glasgow
Violence Against
Women Partnership.
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PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS

SATURDAY 9TH DECEMBER

ABERDEEN

FRIDAY 15TH DECEMBER
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are at heart of the Aussie/Scots Highland Games
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SATURDAY 16TH DECEMBER
5oLD OUT
EDINBURGH

SUNDAY 17TH DECEMBER

DUNDEE

TUESDAY 19TH DECEMBER
goLD OUT
GLASGOW

EXTRA DATE ADDED DUE TO PHENOMENAL DEMAND
WEDNESDAY 20TH DECEMBER

GLASGOW
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Welcome to Bundanoon, the |t S fun and games |n
puemlsvizzewitnaseet | BUNCANOON fOr feast

name to Brigadoon and holds

Highland Games every year.
With mist rolling around its gullies O a |ng8 CO |S
androckysandstone outcrops,and with
thestrains ofbagpipesfloatingon
thewind, you could be forgiven for
mistaking the New South Wales
village for a Scottish outpost.

But at just two hours from Syd-

-« the festivities.

Festivalgoers pack the hotels and
B&Bs of Bundanoon as well as the
i surroundingareawithanearlymorn—
| ingBrigadoon Expresstrainalsowend-
4 ing its way into the mountains from
4! Sydney Central train station.

And its destination’s signage is
4 switched from Bundanoon to
Brigadoon in time for its arrival.

Bundanoonis Brlgadoon stagline
maybe “Alwaysin April” butvisitors
can feel the Bundanoon Aussie/

lands, it could hardly be further
away from the country that’s |
inspired so much of’its character.

The annual Bundanoon’s Briga-
doonFestivaland Highland Gather-
ing sees 12,000 visitors descend on §
the village for a day of Caledonian
revelry each April, with 25 pipeand
drum bands games forming a spec-
tacle from dawn ‘til dusk.

Highland and country dancing,
strongman contests, grannie’s story-
tellingtentand even aBrigadoon Bon-
nie Bairns competition form part of the
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thing from taxis and the
Bundanoon Hotel’s logo to the
bowling club’s carpets and the
]ackets onthelocal pooches. And \
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e swirl of the pipes ring out all around you
with a healthy proportion of Bundanoon’s
residents involved in the village band.

The haunting pipe mixed with the other-
worldly calls of kookaburras and cockatoos in
thenational park makesforaquite aheady mix.

Oban-born Alaistair Saunders, 81, came to
Bundanoon on holidayin 1985 and never left.

Hetracesthelinksbetween Bundanoonand
thehome countryback 200 years. He said: “The
first Scots in the area came from Glasgow to
work in the nearby shale mines in the 1800s.
Then theyspread out over the area — there’san

awfullotof places around with Scottishnames.

“Thefirst Brigadoon Highland Gathering

tookplaceonthe29thNovember,1978,before

it was moved to each April to bring visitors

to Bundanoon in the off-season, help the

localhotels and promotethe Southern High-

landstotherestofthe countryandbeyond.”

Alaistair, vice-president ofthe Bundanoon

is Brigadoon festival, has been involved in

itsTunning since 1997.

He added: “Brigadoon is a gathering of

the clans -thevast majority wearing

- tartanare Austral-

ians but it’s still
their heritage.

“We are regis-

tered with the Royal Scottish Highland Games
association and want to promote Scottish
culture to the community and the areain gen-
eral. Wereavolunteer committee,and over the
festival’s history we have donated more than
$1.4million back to thelocal communitywhich
is quite aremarkable sum.”

Awell-to-dovillage with a population ofjust
3000, Bundanoon is a lively community full of
upscale cafesand well served by a diverserange
of eateries and shops.

Sitting at 2250 feet above sea level and
bordered by the spectacular Morton National
Park, itis atmospheric.

GlowWorm Glenisasedate 30-minute stroll
fromthe centre of the village and the surround-
ingpathsand cycleroutesare ahaven for those
wishing to explore the wild Aussie bush.

Justlike the mythical Brigadoon, Bundanoon
feelslostin time, arelic of days pastinitsidyllic
country village community and character.

Its Scottish charm may be the first thing
that strikes visitors but the majesty of the
surroundinglandscape is 100 per cent Aussie.

From the vast blue skies and colourful
sunsets to the never-ending views of wild

A SCOTTISH SOLDIER
Alocalin regimental outfit

bushland begging to be explored, Bundanoon I'M THE REEL THING

provides the perfect launchpad for time spent
in unspoilt nature.
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Sounds of the old country




